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Forbidden Games, Parte II 
Original title: Jeux interdits 

René Clément, Dir. (1952) 

 

 
Getting to know them better 

 
While Berthe is praying in church, Michel is at confession. He tells the priest that he took the crosses 
from the hearse. 
“Why?” 
“As a gift.” 
“For whom?” 
Michel refuses to say. But the priest instructs him to return the crosses and recite his penance.   
 
He leaves the confession booth and starts to pray. 
 
He looks up, tears in his eyes … and he notices the big cross on the altar that Paulette had admired 
during the funeral! 
 
The boy takes off his shoes and silently runs to the altar. He takes a chair and goes through a door.  
 
In the meantime, Berthe is giving her confession. Apparently she has done something twice with 
Francis. We don’t hear what. The priest says, “Always the same story.” But she protests: they want to 
marry, but they don’t dare to tell their parents. So she asks the priest if he can reconcile the two 
families. 
 
The camera returns to Michel, who has climbed onto the altar. Making the sign of the cross, he reaches 
for the big wooden crucifix that Paulette had her eye on.  
 
The scene cuts back to the confessional, when we hear a loud crash. When the priest emerges, Michel 
has disappeared, but his shoes are still there. The priest goes to the altar and puts the cross back in 
place.  
 
He finds Michel behind the door to the altar. “You haven’t even finished your penance and you start 
over!” He smacks Michel and tells him to get out. Then he goes back with Berthe into the confession 
booth; he has not finished with her yet. 
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Michel’s mother light the gas lamp as the family sits around the table.  
 
The two children are on the floor together. Michel is preparing little cards. They say things like “Jock 
Dog,” “Worm” and “Cricket.”  
 
It’s bedtime! Paulette gives everyone a kiss goodnight. 
 
Michel looks on. He doesn’t seem very happy. He puts the little cards in his pocket, takes the lamp and 
goes upstairs. 
 
Paulette heads up to her bedroom. She finds Michel sitting on the stairs. 
“Are you finished kissing everyone?” he asks her. 
“Do you want me to kiss you?” 
“Kiss me here,” he says, pointing to his cheek. 
She kisses him right there. 
 
The father scolds them, “Get to bed! The time for kisses is over!” 
 
Upstairs, Paulette sits on her bed and starts to get undressed.  
“I know a place with crosses,” she tells her friend. 
“Where?” 
“The cemetery.” 
“I’m afraid. The dead might grab me by the feet.” 
 
But he’s only joking. The dead are not really scary. 
 
Berthe and Francis are lying in the hayloft, talking. Hearing that someone is approaching, they hide 
under some hay. 
 
Michel says they’ll take the wheelbarrow and fill it with crosses. The two climb down the ladder. The 
sound of falling bombs frightens Paulette, but Michel reassures her, “It’s just a rocket.” 
 
When the children get to the hayloft, they see Berthe neatening herself. Neither should be there and 
neither is happy to see the other. Going to get the wheelbarrow, Michel sees two shoes sticking out of 
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the hay. When he shakes one, it disappears into the hay. Michel and Paulette leave with the 
wheelbarrow. 
 
The children are leaving the cemetery. Their wheelbarrow is full of crosses, among them the one that 
marked Georges’ grave. 
 
Paulette asks Michel, “Are you afraid?” He says he isn’t, but apparently Paulette is. The little girl asks 
him if she should sing. He answers to sing if she wants to.   
 
Abruptly, we hear bombs dropping. The two look up and see the lights of flares from the bombing in 
progress. Now Paulette does begin to sing as they hurry towards home. 
Hearing the noise getting closer, the little girl exclaims, “Get down on the ground!” 
He continues to run and assures her, “They can’t see us. Come on, quick!” 
“We lost a cross!” 
“We’ve got plenty.” 
 
The children hurry home across the fields lit by explosions. 
 
The Dollé family heads out to tend to Georges’ grave. Michel is not keen to go, foreseeing what they 
will find – or not find. 
 
They pass by the Gouards’ house. 
 
Mr. Gouard, who has been watching them from his window, turns and tells his daughters to go quickly 
and pick some flowers.  
 
In the next shot, we see a big wooden cross lying in the road. Uh-oh! It must be the one that the 
children lost the night before. 
 
The family comes upon the cross. The father picks it up. 
“That’s Georges’ cross!” he exclaims, handing it to the mother. 
She agrees, “That’s strange. It didn’t get here by itself.” 
“That proves it!” says the father, convinced now that the Gouards are responsible for the theft. 
 
The two little ones have lagged behind. Michel says that he’s not going. But when he sees the Gouards 
coming up the road behind them, he has no choice. 
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Walking, Mr. Gouard complains, “He said our mother’s grave was a slum!” 
A daughter replies, “It will be prettier than theirs.” 
 
The Dollés arrive at the cemetery and rush to Georges’ grave.  
 
The cross is gone! 
 
“Watch this!” says the father. 
 
The man goes to the grave of the Gouard mother and pulls the big cross out of the ground. He is just 
breaking it over his knee when the Gouards arrive at the cemetery. 
 
Both families watch, horrified and immobilized, as Mr. Gouard approaches Mr. Dollé, who is not yet 
aware of his presence.   
 
“You bastard!” Gouard shouts. “Vampire!” 
 
Fighting, the two men fall into an empty grave. Their families gather around the grave yelling.  
 
Francis scold the two men, “This is no place for a fight.”  
Raymond replies, “Where did you fight, deserter?” 
“You’re the deserter.” 
 
Meanwhile Berthe arrives with the priest. 
 
“That’s enough,” says the religious man. But he makes the mistake of crouching down next to Paulette. 
His beautiful stole, decorated with crosses, is right in front of her. She reaches out to touch it. 
 
The priest tells the men that they should be ashamed. But they continue to fight, Dollé accusing 
Gouard of stealing Georges’ cross and Gouard saying that he doesn’t rob the dead. 
 
The priest says that he knows who is stealing the crosses and it is not Gouard. Michel runs away. His 
father, his mother and the priest all yell for him to stop, but he keeps running. 
 
The group takes off in pursuit. A dissolve takes us to the magnificent little cemetery that Michel has 
made in the abandoned mill. 
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We see a variety of crosses and little cards on which the names of animals are written. Some are 
elaborately decorated, with snail shells, daisies and pebbles.  
 
The biggest shrine of all is marked “Jock – Dog.” 
 
Michel sits, eating an apple. He smiles, admiring his creation.  
 
We return to the Dollé home. Michel is missing, but life goes on.  
 
Raymond is in bed playing with his airplane. One sister reads. The father is drinking wine. 
 
“What could he have done with 14 crosses?!” exclaims the father. 
 
Michel is watching through the window from outside. When his father goes out to look for him, the 
boy takes the opportunity to sneak into the house, going to Paulette’s room. But she’s not there.  
 
Then the boy goes stealthily to the top of the stairs and looks at the family from above: Raymond 
playing with his wooden airplane like a baby; his sister reading at the table. Where is Paulette? 
 
He finally finds her in Berthe’s room. He sits unnoticed at the top of the stairs and watches them. 
Berthe is asking Paulette where Michel can be, but Paulette insists that she doesn’t know. What did he 
do with those crosses? They’re not toys. Paulette agrees. Then Berthe threatens to tell Mr. Dollé who 
will beat Paulette black and blue. 
 
That’s too much for Michel who bursts in, threatening, “What will you tell him? I will tell, too.” They 
both know that their father would not like to hear about Berthe in the barn with Francis. 
 
The father has locked up the house. He tells Berthe to let Michel in if he comes back. “And call me,” he 
adds. 
 
“Goodnight, Mr. Raymond,” says Paulette to Raymond, but he responds brusquely that he won’t say 
good night to her until she returns the crosses. 
 
When Paulette goes up to her room, Michel is waiting for her. He invites her to visit the little cemetery 
the next day, because it is ready.   
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“Tell me about it!” she says. 
“I put some stones on. All the animals, and flowers, too. Broken plates … snails.” 
 
Michel leaves, to spend the night in the barn. Paulette tucks herself in and the screen fades to black. 
 
It’s morning. A rooster crows. Paulette goes to the barn and wakens Michel so that they can go to the 
little cemetery together. 
 
But before they can go, a police car pulls up to the Gouards’ cottage. 
 
Probably thinking it might be the military – after all, he has deserted – Francis runs inside. Raymond, 
filling a jug at the pond, also looks a little worried. 
 
The man runs inside to tell his family, “The Gouards have filed a complaint about the crosses!” 
“And that brat is not back yet,” says the father, then he goes outside and starts yelling Michel’s name. 
 
The policemen come walking across the bridge to the Dollé’s cottage. 
 
Michel hears his father calling and looks out the window of the barn. He sees the police.  
“What will they do to us?” asks Paulette. 
“Swear you won’t say anything,” Michel begs. 
 
Michel’s father bursts into the barn and sees the two children. “The police are here. Now tell me where 
the crosses are.” But Michel refuses. 
 
The man begins to beat him and toss him around the hayloft. Paulette is in distress. 
 
Almost all happens off-screen. We don’t see Mr. Dollé beat Michel, we just hear his screams. But 
Paulette sees it all. 
 
Just then Michel’s mother comes bursting in. She tells her husband to leave Michel alone. 
 
It turns out that the policemen aren’t there about the crosses. They’ve come to take Paulette away. 
Michel screams, “I don’t want them to!” 
Paulette cries, “I don’t want to go!” 
Michel: “She’s not going!” 
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But he mother replies, “We can’t keep her.” 
 
In desperation, Michel gives in, “If I tell where the crosses are, will you keep Paulette?” 
“It’s got nothing to do with it,” replies his father. 
“Then you will never get them, never!” 
 
Michel makes a final plea: If she stays, he’ll tell where the crosses are and they’ll apologize to 
everyone. And she’ll go to religious instruction and help around the house. 
“Tell him where they are,” says Paulette. 
“They’re at the mill.” 
“The mill?” repeats the father. 
“Why the mill?” asks the mother. 
 
And then the policemen arrive. 
“Hello, little girl,” one says. “Your parents were killed in the bombings?” 
“No,” she answers. 
“What’s your name?” 
“Paulette Dollé.” 
 
The policemen say that they’ll take her to the Red Cross. 
Michel’s father tells her, “You’ll go for a car ride with these nice men.” 
“But you promised!” protests Michel. “Liar!” 
 
“You’ll never get them now!” he cries, as he runs out to the mill.  
 
There Michel starts to tear his little cemetery apart. He pulls up the crosses and tosses them across the 
room. He kicks at the pretty decorations he has made for Paulette. 
 
As he runs upstairs, he hears the police car pulling away. 
 
To the owl, he offers the bracelet, in exchange for the mole he stole so long before. He tells the Mayor, 
“Keep it a hundred years.” 
 
At the Red Cross center, a nun puts a name tag around Paulette’s neck. Notice that Paulette is still 
wearing the same dress, nice and neat, that we first saw her wearing, the one that matched her 
mother’s dress at the beginning of the story. It’s the one thing she has not lost. 
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The woman tells Paulette, “You’ll see. You’ll like it. You’ll be with other little girls just like you! With 
many sorrows, but very happy all together.” 
Paulette listens without saying a word. 
“Don’t move!” the nun says, shaking her finger, then she leaves her alone. 
 
From the great crowd of people at the Red Cross Center, Paulette hears a woman call out, “Michel!” 
That’s too much for her. She stands up, saying Michel’s name over and over, tears in her eyes. 
 
Then she starts to walk through the crowd, repeating “Michel, Michel!” 
 
Finally, we lose her in the crowd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


