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PIRANDELLO TALES IN THE TAVIANNI BROTHERS' 'KAOS'	

By Janet Maslin, The New York Times  Oct. 13, 1985 

	

“KAOS,” the Greek word for '”Chaos,'” is a curious title for the new film by Paolo and Vittorio 

Taviani, a film with a profound and stirring sense of natural order. Adapted loosely from stories 

by Luigi Pirandello (the title in fact comes from a Pirandello quotation about the derivation of 

''Cavusu,'' the name of a forest near his native village), “Kaos” tells four separate tales of Sicilian 

life. These fables, plus an epilogue about the author himself, are united by their shared imagery, 

their strong sense of community, their final ironies and the clear, graceful way in which they are 

told.	

…	

''Moon Sickness'' concerns a lonely young bride, Sidora (Enrica Maria Modugno), who has been 

living only briefly with her new husband Bata (Claudio Bigagli) when the first full moon of their 

marriage occurs. Bata warns her to bar the doors and windows, then goes outside and howls so 

horribly that he leaves his wife petrified. In the morning, Bata is shamed by his behavior and 

goes to the village square, where - in a sequence especially well suited to the Tavianis’ 

affectionate folk humor - he makes an anguished confession to the closed doors and shuttered 

windows that surround him. Nobody peers out at Bata, but somebody, somehow, provides him 

with a chair. There is never any doubt that the rest of the villagers are just behind their shutters, 

listening to every word.	

In another lovely sequence, Bata explains that his troubles began when his mother, working late 

in the fields when he was an infant, exposed the baby to his first full moon. Since then, the moon 

has driven him to temporary madness, and now he fears for his wife's safety. When a solution is 

suggested - that Sidora be watched over by Saro (Massimo Bonetti), a handsome cousin whom 

she almost married anyhow - the situation becomes much more complicated. And it grows even 

more so when, on the night of the next full moon, Sidora hides in her cottage and makes plans 

for herself and Saro, without knowing that outside it has grown very cloudy. 	


